53. HEATI NG, VENTILATI NG, AND Al R CONDI TI ONI NG

53.01. Heating, Ventilating, and Air Conditioning Licenses and
Permt. Subdivision 1. Definitions. As used in this Chapter and
Chapter 54 the following terns shall have the follow ng neani ngs
ascribed to themunless the context clearly indicates otherw se:

(a) "Board" neans heating, ventilating, and air conditioning
board of review as hereinafter constituted.

(b) "Code" nmeans heating, ventilating, and air conditioning
code adopted as part of the building code by section 50.01

(c) "Contractor" neans any person, firm or corporation who
undertakes or offers to undertake for another for a price, fee
or other compensation, to do any of the following: To plan,
lay out, or install heating, ventilating or air conditioning
pl ants, equi pnent, or systens; to nake alterations, additions,
repl acenents, or repairs to existing plants, equi pnent or
systens; or to service or nmintain existing heating,
ventilating, or air conditioning plants, equipnent, or systens.

(d) "Heating, ventilating, and air conditioning" includes, but
is not limted to, systens consisting of any of the follow ng
conponents or perform ng any of the follow ng functions:
chi meys, gas vents, connectors, snpoke pipes, warmair heating,
steam and |iquid systens, hot water heating, chilled water
cooling and |iquid piping systens, ventilation systens,
refrigeration systens, gas burners and gas piping, oil burners
and pi ping, stoker and coal-fired installations, electric space
heating, fireplaces, stoves, and incinerators, fire-contro
regul ati ons, as part of the Code.

(e) "Heating, ventilating, and air conditioning code" neans
t he code.

(f) "lnspector" neans the heating, ventilating, and air
conditioning inspector of the City and authorized agents and
assi stants.

(g) "Master installer" nmeans any person who perforned or
offers to performthe service of preparing plans, |aying out
and supervising the installation, repair and nai nt enance of
heating, ventilating, or air conditioning plants, equipnent, or
systens covered by this code.

Subd. 2. Licenses Required. No person shall engage in the
trade or business of a nmaster installer and no person, firm or
corporation shall engage in the business of a contractor in the city
unless first licensed to do so by the city. Master installer
license may authorize servicing if the applicant is qualified,
wi t hout additional fee. Licenses shall be granted by the counci

and issued by the mayor to all qualified persons, firms, and
corporations who nake proper application therefor and pay the
required fee.

Subd. 3. License Classifications. The follow ng classifica-
tions are established for the issuance of |icenses under the pro-
vi sions of this code:

(1) Contractor's License

(2) Master Installer's License

Subd. 4. Wk Cassifications. Each |license issued hereunder
shal | specify thereon the classification or classifications of work
in which the licensee is qualified and authorized to engage. For
t he purpose of licensing contractors, and master installers, the
follow ng classifications of work are established.

(1) Warmair heating systens.



Hot water and | ow pressure steam heating systens.
El ectric heating systens.

Ventil ation systens.

Refrigeration and Air cooling systens.

Gas pi pi ng.

Factory built fireplaces, stoves and chi meys.
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The scope of the work authorized to be perforned and incl uded
in each work classification shall be determ ned by reference to the
rel ated definitions and provisions contained in this code.

53. 02. Appl i cati ons.

Each applicant for a contractor's or master installer's |license nust
file wwth the city clerk an application in witing on forns
furnished by the city clerk setting forth the follow ng infornation
and such additional information as the inspector nay require:

(1) Full nanme and permanent address of the applicant. If the
per manent address of the applicant is other than Rochester

M nnesota, the |ocal address, if any, of the applicant shall be
st at ed.

(2) If the applicant is self-enployed, the business address.
If the applicant is enployed by another, the nane and address
of the enpl oyer.

(3) If the application is for a master installer's |icense,
the nunber of the applicant's certificate of conpetency. |If
the application is for a contractor's |license, the nane and
address of the naster installer or installers in charge of the
wor k and the number of the certificate of conpetency.

(4) If the application is for a contractor's license, the
| ocal business address at which business may be transacted.

(5) In the event an applicant's, contractor's, naster
installer's, or simlar |icense has ever been suspended by any
nmuni ci pal or state authority, a full explanation of the sane.

53.03. License Fee. Subdivision 1. Every application for a
license filed with the city clerk nust be acconpani ed by the
foll owi ng annual |icense fee:

Cont r act or $75. 00
Master Installer $36. 00

Subd. 2. Late Fees. Every contractor and master installer
previously licensed by the city who fails to file an application for
a license renewal prior to the first day of January foll ow ng
expiration of the license, shall pay a late |icense fee as foll ows:

Cont r act or $90. 00
Master Installer $48. 00

Subd. 3. No Pro-Rating. No reduction in the applicable
Iicense fee shall be allowed because the renmining period of tine
before expiration is | ess than one year

Subd. 4. Refunds. 1In the event an application for a |license
is denied, the license fee shall be refunded.

53.04. License Bonds. Every application for a contractor's |icense nust

al so be acconpani ed by proof that the applicant has satisfied the state | aw
bond requirement. The state bond nust be effective during the tine
the city license is in effect.

53.05 Exam nation of Applications. Subdivision 1. Wen an
application for a contractor's or naster installer's license has
been filed, the city clerk shall forthwith transnit the same to the
i nspector. The inspector shall exami ne such application, nmake such
further investigation as deenmed necessary, and then recomend in



witing to the council that the requested |icense be granted or
deni ed.

Subd. 2. No applicant shall be granted a nmaster installer's
Iicense unless the applicant has in current effect at the tine the
application is filed a certificate of conpetency issued by the board
of review as hereinafter provided.

Subd. 3. No applicant shall be granted a contractor's |license

unl ess the applicant is or has in the applicant's fulltinme enploy a
master installer duly and currently licensed by the city in the work
classification for which the contractor's license is sought, or, in
the case of a contractor's |license for service and mai ntenance work
only, a serviceman in the applicant's enpl oy.

Subd. 4. No applicant shall be granted a contractor's |license
unl ess the applicant shall have and nmaintain a bona-fide address or
| ocation where all types of related business nmay be transacted.

Subd. 5. In the event the inspector reconmends that a |icense

be deni ed, the inspector shall state the reasons for such
recomendati on. The council nmay, on its own initiative or at the
request of the inspector, refer the application of any person, firm
or corporation whomthe inspector has recommended be denied a
license, to the appropriate commttee of the council for further

i nvestigation, including a hearing if desireable, and report. The
council shall, on the request of an aggrieved applicant, refer the
application to the appropriate commttee of the council for further
i nvestigation, hearing upon at |east five days' notice to the
applicant, and report.

53. 06. | ssuance and Expiration of Licenses.
Al licenses granted by the council shall be issued and signed by
the mayor and attested by the city clerk. Al licenses shall expire

on Decenber 31 of the license year

53.07. Revocation or Suspension of Licenses.
The council may revoke or suspend any |icense issued hereunder for
any of the follow ng causes:

(1) dGving false information in connection with the
application for the |icense.

(2) Inconmpetence of the licensee.

(3) WIIful violation of any of the provisions of this code.

(4) Knowingly aiding or abetting one to do heating,
ventilating, or air conditioning work who is not properly

Iicensed, or know ngly enploying an unlicensed person to do
such work when |icensed persons are required.

53.08. Revocation or Suspension of Licenses; Procedure. 1|In revoking any license the
council may act on its own initiative or at the request of the
i nspector. In either event the council shall first determ ne that

reasonabl e grounds exist to consider the revocation of the license
of a particular licensee, and shall then refer the matter to the
appropriate comittee of the council who shall give the licensee
notice in witing of the proposed revocation, enunerating the
grounds therefor. The licensee shall be entitled to a hearing
before the conmittee if a request is made by himw thin 10 days
after receipt of notice of the proposed revocation. Such hearing
shal |l be held upon at |east five days' witten notice given to the
Iicensee by such conmmttee and at such hearing the |icensee shal
have the right to present evidence and testinobny. Follow ng such
further investigation of the grounds for revocation as the comittee
deens necessary, the commttee shall make such recomendation to the
council as it deens proper and the council may then revoke or
suspend said |license, dismss the proceedings, or make such other
action as it deens appropriate.

53.09. Certificate of Conpetency; Applications and Fees.
Subdivision 1. Every applicant for a certificate of conpetency



shall file an application on forns to be prescribed by the board of
review. An applicant may seek a certificate of conpetency in any of
the following disciplines: (1) warmair heating and ventilation
systens, (2) hot water and | ow pressure steam heating systens, (3)
refrigeration and air cooling systens, (4) gas piping, and (5)
factory-built fireplaces, stoves and chi meys.

Subd. 2. Every application shall be acconpanied by a fee of
$25.00 for each discipline for which the applicant seeks a
certificate of conpetency. The application fee shall be not
refunded if the applicant fails to appear for the exam nation, fails
to pass the exami nation, or for any other reason

Subd. 3. Every applicant for a certificate of conpetency shal
neet one of the follow ng:

a) Four years training in an accredited school or
equi val ent apprenticeship programrelating to
the discipline for which the applicant seeks a
certificate of conpetency, and one year of on-
the-job experience with a |licensed contractor in
the discipline for which the applicant seeks a
certificate of conpetency;

b) Five years of on-the-job experience, relating to
the discipline for which the applicant seeks a
certificate of conpetency, with a HVAC
contractor who is certified in the sane
di scipline and licensed by the city of
Rochest er;

c) Five years of on-the-job experience, relating to
the discipline for which the applicant seeks a
certificate of conpetency, with a HVAC
contractor who is certified in the sane
di scipline and licensed by a city other than
Rochester so long as the other city's licensing
qual i fications neet or exceed Rochester's
l'icensing qualifications; or

d) Possession of a mechanical engineering degree in
a related HVAC di scipline and a m ni mum of five
years of continuous work experience in the
rel ated discipline.

53. 10. Certificate of Conpetency; Exam nations. Examinations for certificates of
conpetency shall be given by the board of review at regul ar

intervals to be established by the board, and may be given specially

at other tines when the board determ nes that circunstances warrant.

Exam nations shall include a witten test fornulated to test
obj ectively the know edge, skill, and qualifications of the
applicant in the classification or classifications of work for which
the certificate of conmpetency is sought. Exam nations may include a
suppl enentary oral exam nation and a practical denonstration
formulated to further test objectively the know edge, skill, and
qualifications of the applicant.

53.11. Certificates of Conpetency; Duration

Once issued, a certificate of conpetency shall continue in ful
force and effect as |long as the holder continues to be licensed by
the city in the classification of work for which the certificate is
i ssued.

A certificate of conpetency shall further continue in ful

force and effect for a period of 3 years fromthe date the hol der
ceases to be licensed by the city and during this period the hol der
may be granted a license by the council wthout re- exam nation or
re-i ssuance of the certificate by the board of review

After a certificate of conpetency has expired, the board of
revi ew, upon proper application, may re-issue the certificate
wi thout examination if it determ nes that no circunstances exi st



whi ch raise a doubt as to the know edge, skill, or qualifications of
the former hol der.

53.12. Certificate of Conpetency; Present License Hol der. Every person who on 11/15/67

is duly licensed by the city as a naster installer or the equivalent
t hereof, having due regard for the changes in classification of
Iicenses established by this code, is deened to be qualified in the
classifications of work for which such person is |icensed and a
certificate of conpetency shall be forthwith issued for such
classifications of work without exam nation and wi thout fee.

53.13. Revocation of Certificates of Conpetency; Reasons for. A
certificate of conpetency in any work classification may be revoked
by the board of review at any time for sufficient cause, which shal
i ncl ude, anong ot her things:

(1) giving false information in connection with an application
for a certificate.

(2) Dishonesty in taking the exam nation
(3) Inconpetency.
(4) WIIful violations of any of the provisions of this code.

(5) Knowingly aiding or abetting one to do heating,
ventilating, or air conditioning work who is not duly |icensed.

53.14. Revocation of Certificates of Conpetency; Procedure. In revoking a certificate
of conpetency the board may act upon its own initiative or at the
request of the inspector. |In either event the board shall first
determ ne that reasonabl e grounds exist to consider revocation of
the particular certificate of conpetency or any part thereof, and if
such reasonabl e grounds are found, shall then give to the person to
whom the certificate of conpetency has been issued, notice in
witing of the proposed revocation, enunerating the grounds
therefor. The holder of the certificate shall be entitled to a
hearing before the board if a request is made by himw thin 10 days
after receipt of notice of the proposed revocation. Such hearing
shal |l be held upon at |east 5 days' witten notice given to the
hol der of the certificate by the board and at such hearing the
hol der shall have the right to present evidence and testinony.
Fol | owi ng such further investigation of the grounds for revocation
as the board deens necessary, the board shall then revoke or suspend
the certificate of competency, or part thereof, disniss the
proceedi ngs, or take such other action as it deens appropriate.

53.15. Effect on License. Wenever the certificate of conpetency, or any part
t hereof, of any licensed naster installer has been revoked or
suspended by the heating, ventilating, and air conditioning board of
review, to that extent the license granted by the council to the
Iicensee involved shall be revoked or suspended; and if a
contractor's |license granted by the council is dependent upon having
in the contractor's enploy the naster installer whose |icense has
been revoked or suspended, then the contractor's license shall be
suspended in the work classification or classifications involved
until a properly licensed naster installer is enployed.

53.16. Permt Required. Wth the exception of ordinary m nor repairs where the
total cost of labor and materials does not exceed $75.00, and

ordi nary mai ntenance and servicing of plants, equipnent, or systens
ot herwi se in good physical condition, no person, firm or
corporation shall commence, continue, or conplete the erection
construction, installation, enlargenent, alteration, replacenent,
noverent, inprovenment, conversion, or repair of any new or existing
heating, ventilating, or air conditioning plant, equipnent, system
or work which is subject to the requirenments of or regulations of
the code without first obtaining a pernmit therefor. Regardless of
cost, a permt is required whenever the capacity rating of any

exi sting plant, equipnment, or systemis increased.

53.17. Issuance of Permts. Al permts required shall, upon proper



application and paynment of the required fee, be issued by the
i nspector to contractors duly licensed by the council. Permts
i ssued may not be transferred.

53.18. Applications for Pernmits. To obtain a pernit the
applicant shall first file an application therefor in witing on a
form furnished by the inspector for that purpose. Every such
application shall

(1) Identify and describe the work to be covered by the permt
for which application is nmade.

(2) Describe the |and on which the proposed work is to be
done, by lot, block, tract, and house and street address, or
simlar description that will readily identify and definitely
| ocate the proposed buil di ngs or work.

(3) Show the use or occupancy of all parts of the building.
(4) Be acconpani ed by plans and specifications.

(5) State the actual or estimted cost of the proposed work.
(6) Be signed by a licensed naster installer

(7) G ve such other information as reasonably nay be required
by the inspector.

53.19. Plans and Specifications Required.

Pl ans, specifications, and other data necessary to eval uate
conpliance with this code nust be furnished in duplicate with each
application for a split-level dwelling, a dwelling having four or
nore bedroons, a dwelling or apartnent building for two or nore
famlies, and for a public, comercial, or industrial building. See
specific chapters for further detail as to plans and specifications
requi red, anong which are:

(1) drawi ngs, specifications and data;

(2) diagramof main oil lines and control waves;
(3) dual fuel burning equipnent;

(4) direct gas fired air heaters;

(5) air conditioning appliances - gas.

53.20. Ratings and Affidavits Required. Before a

permt shall be issued by the inspector, as herein provided, for the
installation of any steam or hot water boiler, warmair furnace, or
of any device perform ng sonme specific service in connection with
any heating, ventilating, or air conditioning plant, equipnent, or
system the capacity of which device mght affect in whole or in
part the efficiency of the plant, equipnent, or system the
contractor installing such boiler, furnace, or device, or the

manuf acturer thereof, shall furnish the inspector with such test
data, measurenents, ratings, capacities, or other information as may
be required by the inspector for the purpose of determ ning capacity
rati ngs of such boilers, furnaces, or devices in accordance with the
provi si ons of this code.

In the absence of manufacturer's published data, all such test
data, nmeasurenents, rating, or capacities so subnmitted to the
i nspector as above provided, shall be acconpani ed by proper
affidavits as to the correctness thereof. Such affidavits shall be
made by the manufacturer of the boiler, furnace, or device for which
the infornation referred to herein was submitted, or by a recognized
testing agency.

53.21. Lapse of Permits. |If authorized work under a pernit is not comenced within
six nonths after the issuance of the permt or if after partia
conpletion the work is discontinued for a period of one year or
nore, the pernit shall be void and no work shall be done thereafter
until a new permt is secured.

53.22. Permts for Gthers. No contractor or nmaster installer shall obtain
or cause to be obtained, any permt required by this code, for work



to be done by any person not associated with such contractor or
master installer or not in the contractor's enploy, nor allow the
contractor's nane to be used by any other person for the purpose
ei ther of doing such work or obtaining a pernmit therefore.

53.23. Tests of Air Conditioning and Warm Air

Furnace Fan Installations. After notifying the inspector that any
newy installed air conditioning or warmair furnace fan
installation, or portion thereof, is ready for inspection and test,
the installing contractor shall nmake such test as nmay be necessary
to determine the delivery of the required quantity and quality of
air to the various parts of the system Such test shall be nmade in
t he presence and under the supervision of the inspector or

aut hori zed agents or assistants. No such systemshall be finally
approved by the inspector until found, under such tests, to be
fulfilling all requirenents of the code.

53. 24. Tests of Steam and Hot Water Installations. After notifying the inspector that
any newy

installed steamor hot water heating system or portion thereof, is
ready for inspection and test, the installing contractor shall nake
such test in the presence and under the supervision of the inspector
or authorized agents or assistants. Such installation, or portion
t hereof, shall be subjected to a hydrostatic pressure equal to twice
t he desi gned operating pressure. In no case shall the hydrostatic
pressure be | ess than 25 pounds per square inch for a steam system
or 40 pounds per square inch for a hot water system No system
shall be finally approved by the inspector until found, under such
test, to be tight throughout.

53. 25. O her Tests. Tests

of various conponents and operations of heating, ventilating, and
air conditioning installations, other than those described above,
may be required by this code, anbng which are:

Covered tanks and pi pi ng.

Gas burners.

Gas burner appliances and installations.
Gas pi pi ng.

Refrigeration.
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(1436, 2/19/68; 1534, 1/5/70; 1550, 5/4/70; 1589, 5/3/71; 1590,
5/3/ 71, 1607, 8/2/71;, 1690, 2/6/73; 2038, 4/16/79; 2218, 11/17/81
2344, 12/20/83; 2513, 7/8/86; 2777, 11/5/91; 3056, 9/5/96; 3111
7/ 21/ 97; 3592, 9/15/03)



